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The Bible includes a multitude of distinct 
literary forms and genres with one message

• history

• law 

• religious poetry 

• lyric poetry 

• parable and allegory 

• biography

• personal correspondence 

• personal memoirs and diaries 



Compared to other literature of the 
time period

• While it is true that we do not have the 
original documents of the Old Testament, 
the accuracy of the Hebrew copyists is 
astonishing when comparing the scriptures to 
other literature of antiquity.

• You can find wide variations in the few copies 
of the “Egyptian Book of the Dead”. 



“Even though the two copies of Isaiah discovered in 
Qumran Cave 1 near the Dead Sea in 1947 were a 
thousand years earlier than than the oldest dated 
manuscript previous known (A.D. 980), they proved 

to be word for word identical with our standard 
Hebrew Bible in more than 95 percent of the text.
The 5 percent variation consisted chiefly of obvious 

slips of the pen and variations in spelling.
They do not affect the message of revelation in 

the slightest.”(Archer, SQT, 23-25).
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Peter appeals to fulfilled prophecy as a witness 
to the truth of the Scriptures.

• “And so we have the prophetic word made 
more sure, to which you do well to pay 
attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, 
until the day dawns and the morning star 
arises in your hearts” (II Peter 1:19, NASB). 



• Daniel predicted the rise and fall of 
four world kingdoms (Daniel 2:36-
45).

• Isaiah predicted to coming and 
work of Cyrus (Isaiah 44:25; 45:1).

• Ezekiel predicted the fall of Tyre
(Ezekiel 26).

•There are at least 100 clear prophecies 
that pertain to the life of Jesus.

https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Dan%202.36-45
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Isa%2044.25
https://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Isaiah%2045.1


• He would be born in Bethlehem of Judea (Micah 5:2; Matthew 2:1-6).

• He would be born into David’s family (2 Samuel 7:12-13; Matthew 1:1).

• He would be born of a virgin (Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:18-25).

• He would have a forerunner (Isaiah 40:3-4; Mark 1:1-3).

• He would suffer terribly before His death (Isaiah 53; 1 Peter 2:24).

• He would be betrayed for 30 pieces of silver (Zechariah 11:13; Matthew 
26:15).

• He would spend time in Egypt (Hosea 11:1; Matthew 2:15).

• His enemies would mock Him (Psalm 22:8; Matthew 27:43).

• Soldiers would divide His garments (Psalm 22:18; Matthew 27:35).

• He would be given wine mixed with gall (Psalm 69:21; Matthew 27:34).

• He would be raised from the dead (Psalm 16:8-11; Acts 2:25-28).



Objections:

• “The prophecies were written after the fact.”

• The Dead Sea Scrolls date to at least 100 B.C.

• The Septuagint made in Alexandria Egypt date to 250 B.C.

• “The prophecies were intentionally fulfilled by Jesus.”

• How does one manipulate when, how, and where they 
were born?

• How does one control the words of His enemies while He 
dies on a cross?

• How does one determine the exact family that He will be 
born into?
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The English word "canon" comes from the 
Greek κανών, meaning "rule" or "measuring 
stick". 

Christians became the first to use the term in 
reference to scripture, but Eugene Ulrich 
regards the idea as Jewish.







2 Peter 3:15-16

•On the level of scripture in the first century up there 

with the OT

•Peter is commending His letters to a wider audience

•Not situational or only cultural. 

•Letters in the plural indicates they were already 

collected to be circulated.

•Implicit idea of the authority of apostolic writing to 

be collected read and followed





Around 95-96 AD

• As we are leaving the first century the early 

writers knew that they could write to edify the 

church, but it was very different than what had 

been written before. 

• The early Christians understand the apostles 

and they alone have a right to speak for God









Example

• The Gospel of Thomas written in the 2nd 
century, lost for awhile and found again in the 
20th century. It was not copied, protected or 
preserved. 























Is the “messiness” of the 
process a problem?

God has chosen to work 
through humans.

The bible can handle the issues 
along the way as it is preserved.




