


What Is 
Church?



“Ekklesia”Ekklesia
= “out of”= “called”

“who has

called

you

out of

darkness
into His marvelous light” (1 Pet 2:9c )





What Does Church Mean?

1. Part 1- The Church- All Christians 
throughout the world

2. Part 2- Local Churches- Christians working 
and worshipping together in a location

1 Corinthians 1
1 Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of God, 
and Sosthenes our brother, 2 To the church of God which is at Corinth, to those 
who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all who in every place 
call on the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours:
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Confusion Over “Church”

1. Genericized

2. Interchangeable

3. Denominationalized (Institutionalized)



Pre-Denominational

•We must seek THE Way not a way.

•We need the humility that says I might be wrong

•We still love those who walk a different way

•But we must challenge and discuss God’s word to 
make sure we are following THE Way

•We must submit to Jesus not the brotherhood, a 
council, convention, organization, or hierarchy. 



Confusion Over “Church”

1. Genericized
2. Interchangeable
3. Denominationalized (Institutionalized)

1. I’m Church of Christ.
2. I go to a Church of Christ college.
3. Where is a Church of Christ bookstore?
4. How do we compare to other churches?
5. What does that magazine or website say?



1 Cor 1:10-13 – “Now I exhort you, brethren, by the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all agree and 
that there be no divisions among you, but that you be 
made complete in the same mind and in the same 
judgment. For I have been informed concerning you, 
my brethren, by Chloe’s people, that there are quarrels 
among you. Now I mean this, that each one of you is 
saying, ‘I am of Paul,’ and ‘I of Apollos,’ and ‘I 
of Cephas,’ and ‘I of Christ.’ Has Christ been divided? 
Paul was not crucified for you, was he? Or were 
you baptized in the name of Paul?”



Who Did Jesus Entrust 
With His Mission?

1. The Apostles

2. His Church 
(Christians 
Worldwide)

3. Local churches

1. Angels?
2. Spiritual Hosts 
3. Jesus to live 

on earth 
forever?



Who Did Jesus Entrust With His Mission?

1. The Apostles

2. His Church (All Christians)

3. Local churches

Acts 2
41 Then those who gladly 

received his word were 
baptized; and that day 

about three thousand souls 
were added to them. 42 And 
they continued steadfastly 

in the apostles’ doctrine 
and fellowship, in the 

breaking of bread, and in 
prayers. 

Matthew 28
18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All
authority has been given to Me in heaven and on 
earth. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all 
the nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all things that I 
have commanded you; and lo, I am with you 
always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.
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Then something amazing happened!
•Acts 1:8- But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit 

has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of 
the earth.”

•Acts 8:1,4 - Now Saul was consenting to his death. At that 
time a great persecution arose against the church which was at 
Jerusalem; and they were all scattered throughout the regions of 
Judea and Samaria, except the apostles…Therefore those who 
were scattered went everywhere preaching the word.



In the book of 
Acts the 
Church 

(Kingdom) 
spreads like 
wildfire and 

local churches 
are started! 





Acts 16Acts 17

Acts 17

Acts 18

After Paul helps the church at Corinth begin, he leaves 
and later writes them letters. 



1 Corinthians 1
1 Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of God, 
and Sosthenes our brother, 2 To the church of God which is at 
Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to 
be saints, with all who in every place call on the name of Jesus 
Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours:

1 Corinthians 4
17 For this reason I have sent Timothy to you, who is my beloved 
and faithful son in the Lord, who will remind you of my ways in 
Christ, as I teach everywhere in every church.

1 Corinthians 7
17 But as God has distributed to each one, as the Lord has called each 
one, so let him walk. And so, I ordain in all the churches.



1 Corinthians 11
16 But if anyone seems to be contentious, we have no such custom, 
nor do the churches of God.

1 Corinthians 14
33 For God is not the author of confusion but of peace, as in all the 
churches of the saints.

Uniformity In Jesus’ Mission
Uniformity In Local Churches



Local Churches1. Worship
- Lord’s Supper 1 Corinthians 11:18,20,33

18 For first of all, when you come 
together as a church, I hear that there 
are divisions among you, and in part I 
believe it…20 Therefore when you come 
together in one place, it is not to eat the 
Lord’s Supper…33 Therefore, my 
brethren, when you come together to 
eat, wait for one another.



Local Churches1. Worship
-Lord’s Supper

-Prayer

-Singing

1 Corinthians 14:15-17
15 What is the conclusion then? I will pray with the 
spirit, and I will also pray with the understanding. I 
will sing with the spirit, and I will also sing with the 
understanding. 16 Otherwise, if you bless with the 
spirit, how will he who occupies the place of the 
uninformed say “Amen” at your giving of thanks, 
since he does not understand what you say? 17 For 
you indeed give thanks well, but the other is not 
edified



Local Churches1. Worship
-Lord’s Supper

-Prayer

-Singing

-Teaching

-Preaching

-Reading

1 Corinthians 14:23-26
23 Therefore if the whole church comes together in one 
place, and all speak with tongues, and there come 
in those who are uninformed or unbelievers, will they 
not say that you are out of your mind? 24 But if all 
prophesy, and an unbeliever or an uninformed person 
comes in, he is convinced by all, he is convicted by 
all. 25 And thus the secrets of his heart are revealed; and 
so, falling down on his face, he will worship God and 
report that God is truly among you. 26 How is it then, 
brethren? Whenever you come together, each of you 
has a psalm, has a teaching, has a tongue, has a 
revelation, has an interpretation. Let all things be done 
for edification.



Local churches1. Worship
-Lord’s Supper

-Prayer

-Singing

-Teaching

-Preaching

-Reading

-Giving

1 Corinthians 16:1-2
1 Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I 
have given orders to the churches of Galatia, so you 
must do also: 2 On the first day of the week let each 
one of you lay something aside, storing up as he 
may prosper, that there be no collections when I 
come.



Local Churches1. Worship

2. Organization

- Elders
Acts 14:23- So when they had 
appointed elders in every church, 
and prayed with fasting, they 
commended them to the Lord in 
whom they had believed.



Acts 20

17 From Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called for the 
elders of the church…

28 Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the 
flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you 
overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He 
purchased with His own blood.



Local Churches1. Worship

2. Organization

-Elders

-Deacons

-Saints

-Evangelists

-Teachers

Phil 1:1- Paul and Timothy, 
bondservants of Jesus Christ,
To all the saints in Christ Jesus 
who are in Philippi, with the 
bishops and deacons:

Eph. 4:11- And He Himself gave 
some to be apostles, some prophets, 
some evangelists, and some pastors
and teachers,



Local Churches1. Worship

2. Organization

3. Work

- Discipline

Matthew 18
15 “Moreover if your brother sins against you, 
go and tell him his fault between you and him 
alone. If he hears you, you have gained your 
brother. 16 But if he will not hear, take with you 
one or two more, that ‘by the mouth of two or 
three witnesses every word may be 
established.’ 17 And if he refuses to hear them, 
tell it to the church. But if he refuses even to 
hear the church, let him be to you like a heathen 
and a tax collector.



Local Churches1. Worship

2. Organization

3. Work

-Discipline

-Teaching

Acts 11
25 Then Barnabas departed for Tarsus to seek 
Saul. 26 And when he had found him, he 
brought him to Antioch. So it was that for a 
whole year they assembled with the church and 
taught a great many people. And the disciples 
were first called Christians in Antioch.



Local Churches1. Worship

2. Organization

3. Work

-Discipline

-Teaching

-Evangelism

Philippians 4
15 Now you Philippians know also that in the 
beginning of the gospel, when I departed from 
Macedonia, no church shared with me 
concerning giving and receiving but you only.



Local Churches1. Worship

2. Organization

3. Work

-Discipline

-Teaching

-Evangelism

-Growth

Ephesians 4:14-16
14 that we should no longer be children, tossed 
to and fro and carried about with every wind of 
doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning 
craftiness of deceitful plotting, 15 but, speaking 
the truth in love, may grow up in all things into 
Him who is the head—Christ— 16 from whom 
the whole body, joined and knit together by what 
every joint supplies, according to the effective 
working by which every part does its share, 
causes growth of the body for the edifying of 
itself in love.



Local Churches1. Worship

2. Organization

3. Work

-Discipline

-Teaching

-Evangelism

-Growth

-Benevolence 
For Christians

1 Timothy 5:16
If any believing man or woman has 
widows, let them relieve them, and do 
not let the church be burdened, that 
it may relieve those who are really 
widows.



Burden- Strong's Greek: 916. βαρέω (bareó) 

Matthew 26:43

NAS: for their eyes were heavy.

Luke 9:32

NAS: had been overcome with sleep;

Luke 21:34

NAS: that your hearts will not be weighted down with 

dissipation

https://biblehub.com/nas/matthew/26.htm
https://biblehub.com/text/luke/9-32.htm
https://biblehub.com/nas/luke/9.htm
https://biblehub.com/text/luke/21-34.htm
https://biblehub.com/nas/luke/21.htm


Local Churches1. Worship

2. Organization

3. Work

-Discipline

-Teaching

-Evangelism
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1 Timothy 5:16
If any believing man or woman has 
widows, let them relieve them, and do not 
let the church be burdened, that it may 
relieve those who are really widows.

(Acts 4:32-25; 11:27-29; Romans 15:25-26; 
1 Corinthians 16:1-2; 2 Corinthians 9:1, 

12;1 Timothy 5:3-5).



1 Timothy 3:15
15 but if I am delayed, I write so that you may know how you 
ought to conduct yourself in the house of God, which is the 
church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.

You Bear The Load Of Truth (Church)
We Bear The Load Of Truth (Local Church)

1 Peter 2:24
24 who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the 
tree, that we, having died to sins, might live for 
righteousness—by whose [a]stripes you were healed.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+2%3A24&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-30424a

